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Teachers: Early Years

( Beat the Clock J
( Children use everyday language to talk about time, to compare quantities and to solve problems )
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Children often counting actions and seeing if they can do things more quickly.

Adults could time children’s activity for a minute and suggest things to do.

The Activity: set a timer for a minute (or half a minute) and count how many actions the child can do in that time, such
as star jumps, hops, or writing their name.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing

How many star jumps did you do? How many hops? Which did you do more of?
Did you do more or fewer than last time?
You did more jumps - does that mean you are getting faster or slower?




The Mathematical Journey
Counting and cardinality:
Counting actions: using the number sequence, tagging each item andsaying the total
comparing quantities and numbers, more / less / fewer / not as many
ordering several numbers most / biggest number / smallest number
estimating numbers
Matching numerals and amounts:
writing and reading numerals
Measures:
using language: quick / fast / faster / slower; takes a long / short time

predicting and explaining that the shorter time things take the more you can do in a minute (and vice versa): ‘Clapping
is really quick so you can do lots’.

generalising: if it takes a long time you get a small number’.
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