On‘gms of Football and Rugby

Before 1850, sport onLH ptayed a very small rote in British sotiety. In fact, even tod,ay’s
most Iaopu[a,r game, foothall, was Ialayed, by onLH the richest schoviboys around the
nation. Rugby, and many othzrga,rrw.s we now- know- and love, were yet to- be invented.
Foothall and rugby are evv,rwaw.re in. modern British life and, even if we don't
Iaa,rthuJ,ariH like them, it is hard to-escape their cotlective presence. So-how- did these
sports bp.gm?

Back in the ea,riy Victorian era, many Io,u,b,LLc fgms were worried about the state of
schoot education and had concerns as to the behaviour of sch,ov{bays. DeslaLto, strict
Iauan/mw.rLts, it seemed that onLH their wae/c[y games lessons got the best of them.

DechLng it could hztla them understand the vital skills needed in life, headmasters
believed. that more Iahysbca[ education was needed.

An Q,ariy form of football Lnstantbj became the most Io.opula,r with school children

every where. Each school decided on their own sets of rules and bﬂgcm to*d,evetop into
teams and later t/wj formed clubs. However; there was tobe one majorprzrbi@m. When
clubs began to-organise fixtures, they found the other foothall’ teams played with
different rules. Some could pick up the ball, others arguzd on how-many players should
be allowed to play. To stop any further confusion, a meeting was arnmged at a Io,ub in
London.

The meeting wus the first of the foothall Association. Eleven clubs joined together in 1863
and agrzed upon a set of rules. These still are the basic rules of modern foothall. Despu‘z
this, one club called Blackheath was not supportive of the removal of one important law-
This was the law-on ha,c/cmg

‘Ha,c/ang' wus the /ch/cmg of an opponmt's shins in order to” regain possession-
considered, by some, tohe a 'rno,nly' interaction. Most teams were against the violence
and were huppy to- see the rule taken out of the game. Anrwyed, Blackheath bzgo,n to
dzvelop their own code of foothall - Rugby.

Rugby was Lrnrrwdw,bzly Iaopular‘ and soon became the sport of choice in most British
Io,ubLLc schoots. BH 1871, rugby had its first international match between Eng[arui and
Scotland and had a lot more clubs than football. In response, Charles Alcock, the
chairman of the FA, decided tocreate a new competition named after the Football
Assotiation. The FA Cula was horn.

The tournament was an instant hit and by the start of the next decade had 62 teams
competing. Some of the new teams involved were from the industrial north of England
and featured local fa,ctmy workers and miners. These pLo,HQrs were anred,tbly skilful and
liked tor pass the ball rather than smel,H dribble like earlier sides did. After Blackburn
Otympip won the cup in 1883, their victory was met with suspicion.



/V\any p;wp(z were unha,alay that the side was bz'mg Iaatd to*latay. Before then, foothall
and other sports, like rugbg were meant to- be Ialayedfor the sake of PLU«ng and not for
financial prqftt. However, new-clubs were having to-miss work to play and so needed to
be paid in order to- compete. Eventually, the FA decided to- allow ;aquesswmts’ to- play
aLongsdea the older, more established clubs.

Rugby had Ian‘dp.d itself on bp.i,ng an amateur game, but by 1895 it too had a pmﬁlzm,
with Iarofesswvwls. Northern sides had anreasmgly started to- make payments to Ialayers,
and this divided Opinions. Those in favour of paying IaLayers slaLLt and formed the
‘Northern Union” which later became The Rugby Foothall League.

DeslaLto, their stmgglxas, hoth foothall and rugby continued, to grow into- the next century.
Foothall marw.ged to- reach every corner of the world and now- hoasts more supporters
than any other sport. Ru,gby has also grown and /oe,o,t a LoyaL foﬂowmg in nations like
Wales, Engl(md, Scotland and even as far as Australia and New- Zealand. One tthg is
for sure, foothall and rung:/'s incredible bszrangs should not bzfmgo*ttm

Rea,d,m,g ta.sk:

How~ many clubs J‘ov;nzd, the Foothall Association in 18637

What was ‘hac/cm\g'?

Which two countries played the first infernational rughy match?

Why did some players need to-he paid?

Which team won the FA cup in 18837

What is the rote of the question in the opening p,amgraph?

What does the word despite mean? Can you wrike a new- sentence using the word?
What is the main difference between a professional and an amatewr?

True or false? Rugbg has more supporters than foothall. Explam your answer
using evidence from the text.

10. Why?
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Wri,ti,ng task:

/magi,nz you are LLving in the eo,riy Victorian era and the first form of foothall has started
to- be seen in schools. You are writing the article at thz,aomt when rules have not heen
fu,LLH decided and it is all very new- still. You have all the information that you need, in
the readmg ahove tO‘hzl,a you include facts and you should have a good understand,mg
ahout what went on. You can choose the tone of your writing, are you in support of this
new- idea and d,cryou think it will hzlp with hehaviour in schools? What are the concerns
over rules? And how are t/w.y bp.«;ng addressed? Could this Just cause more trouble? Or is
it a fantastic ravviu,tiﬂnary idea?

Here are some tips and a structure to follow- when writing yowr news paper report and |
have also included a WAGOLL.

Create a snappy, exciting
headline (maybe you could
use alliteration)

Written in 3™ person
Formal La,ng uage

Openers and connecters are
really important

Include the SWs in your lead
paragraph (wha, what,
where, when, W‘f‘LH)
Newsp,a,p)zr Iaa.ragraphs are
short and always in
chrmw‘[og ical order

You could include an
interview- or even a few
inferviews, using repm‘bzd
spzech

Include pictures a[owg with

ca,at’wns

On the next page is a WAGOLL:

Newspaper Checklist

Headling = This is the part of your article that grabs the
reader’s attention as they leck at the newspaper. It is

ugually just e few wards that sums up the article or makes
the reader want to know more, it is often in a larger font.

Lead Paragraph - This is the first paregraph of the
newspaper article, In this paragraph you need to include
the key pieces of information thar makes the reader want
to read mare.

Example:

irl aged [ builds rocket to Mars in Welsh shed. Annie-May from
Cordiff hes successfully constructed an uvamanned rocket in her
back garden with the hepe of sending it te the red planet Mars.

Interview - This is often included further into the news-
paper article and may be an interview with the peaple di-
rectly invalved in the story or a witness, friend or profes-
sional expert. Direct speech should be used.

Example

“The snaw was sa heavy I couldn’t apen the deer”, a azal
resident told us.

Indirect Speech - This is used to add greater detail 1o a
newspaper report when a direct interview has not
gccured,
Example

Experts say that an eutbreak of flu is highly likely during
this winter.




BOY OVERBOARD!

By Sharon Hart

In a dramatic series of
events last night, a young
boy fell overboard from
his family’s boat into the
stormy water of the Coral
Sea (off the east coast of
Australia).

Michael Finnegan
(12 years old today) was
enjoying a round-the-
world trip with his family
when it is believed he lost
his footing and fell into the
sea.

The Finnegan family
set sail from Southampton
on September 10t 1987 in
their small boat, the Peggy
Sue. Travelling  with
Michael were his mother
(Sue) and his father (John),
as well as the family pet
dog, Stella.

their
journey, they have visited
rt

So far on

Michael on board Peggy Sue

Spain, Cape Verde, Brazil,
Cape Town, Perth and
Sydney. John, whose idea
it was to set off on the trip,
said that the journey was
the trip of a lifetime and
that so far it had been an
amazing adventure.

According to the
Finnegans, the evening of
the incident had been
largely uneventful,
although Mrs Finnegan
had been taken ill with
stomach cramps.

John and Sue went
to bed at around 10pm on

July 29t 1988

the night of the incident,
leaving Michael steering
the boat on deck (the self-
steering had broken). It is
thought that Stella the
dog had been wandering
around and possibly
playing with Michael’s
football, because when
John awoke in the middle
of the night, all three had
disappeared.

Speaking to BBC
news this morning, Sue
said tearfully, “We are so
worried about our boy.
He’s all alone and could
be anywhere by now. We
need to find him!”

The search for
Michael is underway, with
police and coastguards
scouring the area in the
hope of finding him safe
and well.




