Dystopi,a.
Sat on a mt/cy outcrop, hlgh ahove the desolate land, a father and son huddled togeth,er
under an umbrella. Des,atte the mrvv%wlmmg heat, th,ey both wore /wavy metal masks
that connected to the Large tanks of oxygen stralapzd to- their backs. When thzy spoke to-
each other, it had a tinny qua[tty, echoed by the helmets. A newspaper drifted past on
the 9entLQ breeze. The young boy reached out and snatched at it. It was dated the cLaH
before, 2lith December 2050.

‘What haploznp,d here, dad?” the boy asked his father, unable to-take his eyes away from
the rcwaged, La,ndscap,z.

“This was all rainforest when | was a boy his father bzga,n,, ‘but humans came and
took what we wanted. The Io,rob,lzm was, we wanted Qveryt/ung. It started with oil and
Ia[asttcs. Before Lo-ng, the oteans were so toxic that rwth‘mg could survive and so- we
started farm'mg even more Lnbmstvely on land. That meant more trees needed to come
down. £ velythtn,g needed Io,alm oil back then. If it wasn't the hlack 9oid in the ground, it
was pa[m, oil. One oil or the other /w,Lp,Qd, to- dp.stroy pretty much every tthg. Once we
started puting money into cprlamg down the forests and stopp,ed, mchLLng, there was

onLH one way it could 90'."

The child looked down from their perch. from so high up, it was easy to see the scars
criss-crossing the La,ndscaloz. Thzy hadn't heen formed by earthq/ua/ces ordmugh,t -
though he knew- there'd been enough of those since hed heen born - instead, they were
the marks left behind b’H cLnger‘s and cranes and trucks moving in and out of the area.
On their woy out, he'd heard, thzy'd often heen overlouded with timhber. "Why didn't you
stop them?” he asked the chvious question. He'd tried hard to contain his emotions but
his voice q/u,LVQrzd and his eyes damlo,enzd,.

We did, fo-r'a, while. Governments came and went, and we hlamed each other, bhut
rwthl;n,g cha,nged. Nohody wanted to take rzsponstb,LLLtH, and so we didn't take it serwu,sly
until it wos fa,r' too late.”

‘What lived here, back when it was 9mn?"

‘Here in India, there were giant creatures called elephants, as tall as the trees themselves.
Th,ey had Long trunks that slamu&d, from their face like an arm. Around them, strilop,d.
tigers hunted mon/czys and hison. Giant squ,erls Lea,pt from tree to tree, and h,u,n,thg
d.ogs chased each other th,rough the Lcmg gruss. "

Tears streamed down the old man's cheeks as he spoke, unseen hehind the mask. His son
stared wv;sgcu,uy at the harren dust-bowt far below. He Lm,agLrvzd the g/w*sts of these
creatures wan,dzn;ng aLmless[y thmugh a world t/w,y wouldn't recognise. It had been a
slow ch,a,nge, his father had told him before. It had taken years to- reach this point, but
not nza,rLH as many as their governments had Iarechtzd. Once the b,Lg tthgs had started



to- dLsappz(u', ,aeoplz had lost hopz Ala,aarently, while islands had dLsapp,earzd beneath
the seas as the poiar‘ regions (once vast areas covered in ice, he'd heen told) had started
to- melt, pzop[e carried on chummg out their potsons and stzaLLng resources from dzepzr
and d,eepo,r within the earth. Soon, thp,y d rtpp,ad out the heart of the pLarvat. He knew~
that the rest of his fo,m,LLH - his mother, gmndparents and sisters - had all been lost in a

9rv,o,t tsunami a fQW‘ years befom. Back then, there'd heen erwugh oxygen in the air to
breath.

‘What can we do? s there any coming back?”

‘learn. Learn and listen. Learmn from our mistakes and those before us and listen to the
experts. Never assume somthtng is too b,lg to- change. And don't be afruid to take action
and be the voice in the silence. Earth will repair itself, its done it before. Whether we
have a part to play in the new future is out of our hands.” For a while, they stood and
stared into the distance; gho:st[y memories of a dl;sa,lo,lo,eartng past.



Reading task:

1. Find a definition for desolate that fits in this context.

2. Which word tells you that the world has heen torn apart and broken?

3. Find the word that tells you the boy wus sad and nervous when he spoke.

L. Find the sentence that starts Tears streamed...” and rewrite it rela[o,cmg the word

streamed.

5. On which date is the story taking place?

6. Why do you think they have large tanks of oxygen stropped to their backs?
7. What was the black gotd in the ground? Why was it called this?

8. Explain how the scars criss-crossing the landscape had been formed.

9. Where on Earth are they?

Wrttmg ta.sk:

As | have totd you, [ am all about staying positive dun;ng this time (and always

o,ctu,o,LLH ) sowe are going to make a very un-positive piece of writing ha,lo,lo,yl Use what
we have th,crught about all this week ( Ln,clud,‘mg your mini eco projects, your letter on. how~
to save deforestation and even that poor chameleon) tore write this plece in a future that
looks cmnp[zbzly different. Think of a future that has heen created b,y Iozoplz LLstan,g to-
what is important and by p,eop& who have made h,uge ch,a.nges and in tum, /w[lo,ed save
our planet. What would THAT story look like? What would our planet look like if we all
played our part and lovked after it? You can keep the characters and the simplicity of
them just standing and Looktng, but what they are Look'mg at will be completely different.

| cannot wait to- smile as | read them!



