Formal Letter
Dear Mrs Cuthbzrt—/—la,rrington,

| would like to*bring to*yow‘ attention the Iacrorjoﬁ we are d,oing, as a school, when it comes to
thang out our IaLaruat. Hop@fu,uy, after rzadLng this letter, you will be left in no doubt that
somath'mg needs to- he done. man/gfuug, | have Just the solution.

As you are well aware, pLasth poﬂutum is somethmg that is in the news a lot Lately. Our seas are
LLtzraLLH cfw‘lcmg in p[a,sti,c bo,gs, straws and other debris that we have d,ump,e,d. into” land -fills. All
of us are gudty of IaLaHLng a part in this. Did you know- that we used 3,562 sLngl,e—use, Iatasth
cups this yecu‘? Not only is that expensive forthe school, consider the cost to the animals around
the world. When | was on hﬁ‘LLday in Cyprus last summer, | saw-a turtle that had washed ashore
with its head stuck inside a pLasth cup similar to the ones we use. For a moment | couldn't hzlp
but wonder if that was my cup; had | done this? MH blood hoils every time | see somb,ody using

one.

It is undaub&d,[y important that children have access to- water thmu\g/wut the cLa,H ; however; there
are more QCO‘—frerdLy ways to do this. Fi Lrstly, all children should he p,rzrwdzd with a water hottle
or reusahble cup by the school. While this would he co*stly tO'bszrL with, I'm sure you can see that
we would Q,vzntually save enﬂugh momney to- make it worthwhile. If you don't think that this is a
valid option, /.),Laa,se at least consider switch'mg to- mcyc[ab[z paper cups. These are much more
fn'zndly for the environment.

Plastic cups aren't the on[y Iarobbo,m. 77Lrvughout our hat[wags and classrooms, the walls are
covered with laminated worksheets. Once thzg have become tattered, torn or not needed, th,ey can't
be recycbad. Instead, t/w,y find their woy to the same land-fills and out into the rivers and oceans.
This is cmp&te[y avoidable, and | Lmlalom you to investigate alternatives.

Saw;ng the Ia[aruat and protecting it for future generutions is somo,thmg that we all need to take part
in. You are the leader of our schoot, and | /wpz that you understand the rzsponstbdtty we all have
to- make small changes. If you do, then we can make sure the bLg changes /w.pprm. We certam[y
cannot sit around and do nothmg. Once we have made these small changes, there are lots of other
areas where we can improve as well. Did you know- some companies will recy cle ourold fe[t—ttp

and white-hoord, p;ms?

Thank you for ta/ctng the time to consider my concerns and ideas. | h,op,e that you take them on
board, and thp us tomake a change.

Best rzgards



Readi.ng task:
1. How does the author feel when thzy prz the head teacher will he lzft in no douht?
2. How did the author feel when t/vzy saw- the turtle with its head in a cup? How-do

you know?
3. How-does the author feel about laminated oLLspLays? What gives you this memss‘wn?

&, Overall, do you think the author is foror ago.'m,st the wse of IaLasth in school? Use
evidence to exlo,LaLrL.

5. List two t/ungs that are chokmg OUr 0TRANS.
6. Why has the author wsed the word choktn,g to exlo,LaLrL the Lmlaa,ct on the ocean?
/. How many Io,La,sth cups did the school use last Hear'?

8. Summarise the main concerns of the author that are listed in the letter.

Wri,tmg ta.sk:

Watch the video | have attached tothe b[og. Use the facts given in the video to- write a
formal persuasive letter to your local MP about your growing concerns ahout
deforestation and what it is doing to- our pLa,rw,t. Use the letter above to*/wl,a you, you
can magpie sentence starters and effective vm;abuLary/ Remember, you want them to-do
somp,thmg about this, so the more powerful, emotional and persuasive, the better!

Here are some persuasive fea,turzs you could wse:

- Rhetorical questions

- Hypzrb,a& ( exa,ggera,tm)
- Emotive La,n,guage

- Facts

- Repetition

- Alliteration

- /mp,era,t'tve ( b,ossy ) verhs



