Dear D'uuy,

Today, | walked to- school. | went a Longer‘ way than usual; 'm counting up my steps. /
stop,o,ed, at the newsagent and b,ought a bottle of water. MH teacher says it's important to
drink a lot to- stay healthy. By the time Id got to- the front gate, Id already done 5000
steps. What a big number, | t/wu,ght to-my self. But then | remembered what [d heard on
the news the cLaH before. Apparzntly, there are only 5000 black rhinos left in the wild.
/mmd'w,ley, 5000 seemed Lnngngchant.

Our first lesson was Engltsh; we wrote a story. Mine was all about an astronaut
b,Lastmg off into- space to*exptom the universe. He was Lovkmg for another pLamt for
humans to live on. Afterwards, | counted up my words. 800! | told my friend who said
it was louds. Wo,y more than thp,y'd written. But then | rememhbered that there are rough[y
800 mountain gonLLas left in Africa. After that, the number seemed minuscule.

| dreaded maths after break. We had a fractions test, and | hate fractions. Id drunk a lot
of water to make sure my brain was wmkl;n,g well - [d lost the bottle | bought hefore
school, but [,LLC/CL[,H we had a IaLLQ of Io,Lasth cups forus touse at the water fountain. Our
maths teacher was cold and had fmgotten, his cout, sowe had the radiators on full. [t
was swelbw;ng./ In the end, the test wasn't too had. We had 55 minutes, but / finished
after half an hour. It felt like such a [ong time, so-many minutes to waste. While |
wuited, | th,ought back to-an advert on the television: 55 eLeIaharLts are killed each day for
their ivory. How-awful! Now~, 55 felt enormous. Far bigger than before.

At lunch, my friend reminded me that tomorrow- was her birthday. As if | could forget!
She a,LwaHs makes such a tu'g deal of bp,i,ng one whole year older. It's onLH 365 days, /
CL[,W‘CLHS tell her. 365 getups, its not that big a numhber to get thro'ugh. Then, | caugh,t
sigh,t o a poster on the wall. It was battered and unloved, but | cou,Ld,Just make out the
message. Every hour, we dump 365 tonnes of plastic into- our oceans. That's five times
as heavy as a space shuttle! Or three-and-a-half blue whales! Every hour! Definitely
not Lnngngchant. In an instant, | looked down at the Ia[asth cup in my hand - the fourth
[d used tcrday - and thcrught back to the IaLa,sth bottle [d bo‘ught from the slwp. Where
would they all end up? Would they he part of the 3657

Fi Lna,LLH, it was time to-go home. As | climbed into my mum's car to drive the half a mile
to- our house, [ th,crught back to how- [d started the daH. | lovked at my watch, [d onLH hit
another 2000 extro. steps. Not as many as [d wanted. As if by magic, the man on the
radio” chimed in with the news. Scientists have worked out that around 2000 species of

animal are bp,coang extinct each year Su,ddznly, 2000 seemed. vast.
‘Thats 5 species a day/ " my mother exclaimed.

| swallowed hard and th,ough. bhack over all the th,Lngs [d done tod.ay that weren't /w,LIaLng
the planzt. | don't think | can live with LO'SLng 5 species a d,a.y, can Hou?



Re,a,d,i,ng task:

l.

SUMMARY: Summarise all of the thmgs that she has done dur'mg the day that
have an impact on the pLa,rw,t and climate.

VOCABULARY: Find three Qxamlalp,s of vvcabutary that tell you the size of a
number.

RETRIEVAL: How many pLasth cups did she use over the day?

RETRIEVAL: When is her fn’p,nd’s erthd,ay?

EXPLANATION: ExpLa,LrL how- the author makes it easier for the reader tor
understand the scale of the p,mhlzm,.

. INFERENCE: When she thinks ahout her day, how- does the author feel? What tells

you this?

. Make up your own 2 questions about the text. One must he a retrieval question

(the answer can he IaLc/co,d d‘w_ctLH from the text) and the other should he an

inference question ( you will need to use evidence from the text to-answer it).

Wri,tmg ta.sk:

l.

Write a d‘uuy entry in the rote of the chameleon from Hesbard,ay's readmg.
Remember all the th,i.ngs he feels angry ahout, ma«:/bz you could include some of
those in his day. You can be creative with what he gets up to, but one thi,n,g you
must include is him receiving the letter that you wrote Hesbzrday. Will he be
Io,lxw,sed with what you have said? How will it make him feel? /V\aybe he will qo
and show- it to- someone and tell them about what you are going to- do-
Remember to start a new~ p,a,mgra,ph foreach new moment of time or topic. Also,
use time connectives to thlo, /ceela your dLa,ry ina chrcmoiocha[ order.

Why don't you start writing a diary of your lockdown’ experience? We would love
to- read ahout what Hou,'rz gettmg up to!



