Re,a.d,i.ng task:

The Life Cyclz of an Amphi,bl;cm

Amphibians are sometimes thought of as being closely related to reptiles, but there are several significant
differences in their life cycles. Both lay eggs and are cold-blooded (ectotherms). Reptiles lay hard-shelled
eggs whereas amphibian eggs are encased in jelly. Reptile young are born with lungs, yet amphibians are
born with gills to breathe underwater. Reptiles live in a wide range of habitats, but amphibians live in or

near water for their entire life.
Amphibians lay their eggs (spawn) in

water, often near to the edge or in
shallow areas. Frogspawn forms in
clumps, while toadspawn is laid in long
ribbons. Spawn appears in spring, usually
in February or March.

e

Over the next 7 to 9 days, the embryos
inside the eggs will start to develop. If
you look closely, you can observe these
changes each day.

As the tail disappears, frogs and toads move on to
land for part of their time. Some adult amphibians
spend most of their time in water, and some spend
most of their time on land. It depends on the
species.

Once the amphibian has developed all 1
four legs and started to take on its adult
form, it stops eating vegetation. It uses

nutrients stored in the tail to feed now.
Eventually, the tail disappears.

During the following 14 weeks, the
tadpole will start to develop. This takes

shghtly longer in toads. It only eats ) ) )
plants at this time. After this period, the embryos will

hatch as tadpoles. Tadpoles have a
head and a tail but no limbs at this
point

1. What is the main difference hetween frogspawn and toad spawn?

2. How-long does it take for amphibian spawn to-hatch?

3. How- long does it take o frog to-develop from a tadpote into-a small frog?

L. Where are the nuirients stored that a frog will need to use once it has all four legs?

5. What determines whether amp,hcb,Lans spzn,d most of their time on land or in the
water?

6. List two differences between reptiles and amphibians.

7. Which word or phrase means closest to- "see or watch™?

8. What happens to- the emhryos once they are fully formed?

9. How-dothe arrows on the diagram help you as a reader?

10. What do~you think would be different if this was a diagram of a reptile life cycle?



Wrttmg task:
Creature Feature

| want you to- choose an animal that lives in South America to research. San DLegfr oo
has a 9rt>,a,t wehsite you could use as a sta,rtLrLg pomt (and rememhber Kiddle for all of
your other research).

Do some research online and make some notes abhout your chosen creature. Think ahout
d,LvidLng your notes into sections, such as appearance, habitat, diet, country Ln,fomatLon.

Then, using your brilliant research, | want you to write an information text about your
animal. It is up toyou tor decide what the purpose of this text is: a zoo gu,‘Ld;a, an online
Lnfmma,ti,on page fOT KS2, a fascuw,ttng facts section of a hook?

Think about:
- What sections you need to- have and what the sub—hzadmgs will he

- How you are going to- set it out ( paragraphs of text, oLLagrams, hmdmgs, font)
- How you are going to- make your information inferesting for the reader

| can't wait to- learn all ahout your animals!! Remember you can Iarzsen,t this work in any
way that you like. Handwritten with your own artwork, or on the comp,ubar using real
LLfe images. Its up tor ycru,./



