John Charles

Have you ever Lmagtnzd moving to another country? Can you imagine how- it would feel
not /crwwmg the Lcmguage, the area or not /w,ving any friends? Now imagine it is the
year 1957 . Would you move? Would you stay? This was the decision faced by John
Chartes, a welsh foothaller

John Charles was bhomn in the year 1931 in Swansea, Wales. As a child, John loved
Ialay ing foothall with his friends and his brother, Mel. Swansea Town foothall Club
spo‘tbzd John and slgn,ed him up to play for the club’s academy at a young age. John
also worked as a 9mund5kzeper for Swansea, Lozﬂcmg after the stadium, the Vetch field.

When he was 17 years old, Leeds United Foothall Club, who were hased in Yorkshire,
Eng[arui, offered John a trial. John meressed the club and tfw,y decided to sign him

becauwse he wus ahble to play in several different positions: right-b,ac/c, centre-hack and
left -back.

On 19th AIOJ'LL 1959, John Charles was selected to- make his debut for Leeds United in a
fruand,[y match against Scottish team, Queen of the South. Charles amazed spectators
with his performance, many of whom were shocked he was Just 17. This led to- John
bz‘mg ch/ozd to Io,[ay in the first team for Leeds.

In 1950, John Chares was called up tojoin the army (this was the law in Britain at the
time). He was allowed to /wap Ialay ing for Leeds but for two years John had to balance
P«[O«&/ ing foothall with training as a soldier

In 1952, John was allowed to leave the army, and it was at this time he tried IaLayLng a
new- position for Leeds United. He moved to striker and started scoring 90a[5

medLateLy. In Octoher 1952, he scored an amazing 11 goats in 6 games for Leeds, and
Io;wple started. to refer to- the club by the nickname John Charles United .

He played so well that ltalian glants Juventus wanted to- buy John Charles. In Au,gust
1957 they agmd topay a British record transfer fee: £65,000, double the previous
record. This was a big opportunity for Charles as he hecame Just the second British
Ia[ayer to-ever play foothall in a forugn lxaagwa.

John Chares would have to learn ltalian, find a house and make new- friends in a
coun,try he wuas unfamLLLar with. The hest way to settle in a new- country was to score
9ouL5 and that is exactly what John did in his fi,r'st game. With the score at 2-2, John

scored. the winner to- make it 3-2 and win the game for his new teammates. The ltalian

fans were dzltghted/

John Chares was a Iaroud Welshman, and durtng his time at Juventus, he IaLayed in his

first and on[y ever World Cu,a for Wales. In 1958, Sweden hosted the tournament as 16
countries from across the world J oined toget/w,r for a feast of fov‘tbal[.



This was the first time Wales had ever qua[gcizd fora World Culo,, and the hopzs of the
nation rested on the shoulders of their star man, John Chartes. Charles scored in their
draw- against /—/ungary, a result that /vel,wzd Wales reach the q,uarter‘-ﬂnals against
Bra.zil. Sa,d,ty, Charles ch/ced, up an injury and couldn't Ialay in the bLg match. Without
him, Wales lost 1-0 as Peltr scored the winner for Brazil. Wales were left wvnd,en;n,g what
would ve happenzd if John Charles had been able to PLG‘H'

After winning three lzaguz champLonshLIas with Juventus, Leeds bmiLght Chartes hack to
Britain. 77123 pcu;d £53,000 to sign him again and he spent one more season at their
9round,, Elland Road. He an,Lshch his time at Leeds with a total qf 160 Leaguz 900,[5 and

is their second ever hi.ghzst 9oal Scorer, even toda.y.

John Charles moved back to ltaly in 1962, joining Roma, who played (and still do) in the
ltalian ca,IaLta,L city of Rome. f oiLmeg a short SP,Q[,[, at Roma, he transferred back to his
home country, Wales, to Ia[ay for Cardiff CLtH in 1963. Charles an,aLLH finished his
amazing career with Hereford United and /\/\erthyr Town, scoring over 370 900,[5 in all
the Lo,agup,s he'd IaLa,HQd football in.

Chartes was a very Io,opula,r' foothaller in /ta[y, and due to his /w,Lght and his fair PLG’H’
he was given the nickname L G'Lga,nba Buono (The Gentle Giant). In 1997, Charles received
an honour from Juventus. He was voted their best ever fomi,gn p[ayo,r bH the fans of the
club. Charles alsohas a statue and road in the city of Leeds named after him, called the
John Charles Way'.

John Charles died in 2004 at the age qc /2. Today, he is considered a [Q,gen,d, in Wales,
England, and /ta[y. His decision to move to a d,Lﬁ:erQn,t coun,try, learn a new- La.ngua.ge
and make new- fn;eruis certaLrLLH paLcL qﬁ: Wouldn't you a,gree?

Rea.dug’ task:
1. Look at the statements below~ Label with a T for true oran F for false.
John wus the first EngLLsh Player to Ialay ina foro,LgrL Leaguz.
John had to learn Sparush when he moved to- Juventus.
John made his debhut against Queen of the South when he was 17.
John Ialo,yed, for 3 ltalian clubs. Wales were beaten 1 s 0 by Brazil in the 1958 World, Cup
Quarter Final.
ExIaLam Why the author uses rhetorical questions in Iaaragraph I.
Do you think that Juventus was a rich club? What makes you think this?
What does the word, gua[gf&d mean in this context?
Which of these sentences is the correct definition of transferin this context? a. to- copy a
drawing from one surface to another. b. to redirect a telzp/w'nz call from one line to
ancther. c. to- move to- another dzloartmznt, company or otcupation for work.

SIRCEN

6. Can you dsznzmegn?



Wn;tmg task:

Its time to write a bwgraphy./ Choose a sportsperson wﬁxryou love, who*you admire,
who inspires you, orma,yb;z someone you just wat to- know- more ahout! Ustng the abhove
text to hzlp you and to rnag,a(,efmm, | would like you to write a bLo:qraphy on your
chosen spotts persom. In order to-ensure all of your facts are correct, you will need to
comptlz lots of notes whilst doing lots of research, sothis task is actua[[y in 3 parts that
you can complzte over the next cou,alz of d,cays.

Part 1:

Research your chosen SpoTts persom. Make notes that will be easy for you to- use to- write
your btographg. Now-, | am certain there will a[rzady be btographms available online of
your chosen person but this is not a copying task ( after all, what would be the p,omt) so
get your information from lots of different sources and make NOTES, don't copy entire
sentences. Then you can be the author, using those facts.

When ma/an,g your notes, | find it easier in sections: Earty life, later life, slo;acLaL
achievements, quotes etc. If you are struggl‘mg, there is a Ia[cmnmg page below tor h,elp,

HO'LL.

Part 2:
Draft your b,wgraphy. Here is a success criteria to /w,Lp you:

Title

Past tense

Third person
Ca,tch,y introduction
Pa,ra,graphs
Chm’rw[og ical order
Time openers

Quote

Conclusion

Part 3:
Edit and re-draft to praduce your final bwgraphy. Last week | gave you some sections to
consider when estLn,g. . here t/w,y are again:

PUNCTUATION:
Are all your co,lo,Lta,[ letters and full stops where t/w,y need to he?

Are your commas in the correct IaLa,ces?



Have you used inverted commas for spzech and rememhered to start a new-
Iaaragraph fora new slo,ea/cer‘?
Do you need. questions marks? Brockets? Is it effective to-use dashes?

SPELLING:

Are there words that look wrong in your Wrtthg? Underline them.
For trickier words wse a oLLctLonmy/
Check homop/wnes

VOCABULARY:

Can you add or improve a,cLJ'ectLves to- make your Wrtthg detailed?
Use a thesaurus ( t/w.y are avuilable online)
Can you include adverhs?

GRAMMAR:

Have you missed out any word.s?
Do you sentences make sense? What do you need to change if thzy don't?
Do you need more sentences to- make your StOTy clear?

SENTENCES:

Have you included a variety of sentence starters?

Does your writing flow with lots of different sentence ty,ozs? Are t/uay short
sentences? Relative clause sentences? Rhetorical clup,st‘wns?

Can you up level some of the sentences you have to- make them even more detailed
oreven more powerful oreven more entertaining for the reader?

TOP TIP: Use dg‘j‘:erent colours fo7‘ each edit section.



B'wgra,phy Pl.amung Page
Title -

Intros 5 Ws 1. Who is the person?
2. What are they famous for?

3. When did it happen?

L. Where did it happen?

5. Why are they famous today?

Key Events that hap,pzmd

! 2.
3 L.
5. 6

! 2. 3
L 5. 6
WOW words -

Connectives -

Conclusion

Have thzy taugh,t us a,nythmg?

Why will thp,y aLways be rememhbered?



