
John Charles 

Have you ever imagined moving to another country? Can you imagine how it would feel 

not knowing the language, the area or not having any friends? Now imagine it is the 

year 1957. Would you move? Would you stay? This was the decision faced by John 

Charles, a welsh footballer.  

John Charles was born in the year 1931 in Swansea, Wales. As a child, John loved 

playing football with his friends and his brother, Mel. Swansea Town Football Club 

spotted John and signed him up to play for the club’s academy at a young age. John 

also worked as a groundskeeper for Swansea, looking after the stadium, the Vetch Field.  

When he was 17 years old, Leeds United Football Club, who were based in Yorkshire, 

England, offered John a trial. John impressed the club and they decided to sign him 

because he was able to play in several different positions: right-back, centre-back and 

left -back.  

On 19th April 1949, John Charles was selected to make his debut for Leeds United in a 

friendly match against Scottish team, Queen of the South. Charles amazed spectators 

with his performance, many of whom were shocked he was just 17. This led to John 

being picked to play in the first team for Leeds.  

In 1950, John Charles was called up to join the army (this was the law in Britain at the 

time). He was allowed to keep playing for Leeds but for two years John had to balance 

playing football with training as a soldier.  

In 1952, John was allowed to leave the army, and it was at this time he tried playing a 

new position for Leeds United. He moved to striker and started scoring goals 

immediately. In October 1952, he scored an amazing 11 goals in 6 games for Leeds, and 

people started to refer to the club by the nickname ‘John Charles United’.  

He played so well that Italian giants Juventus wanted to buy John Charles. In August 

1957 they agreed to pay a British record transfer fee: £65,000, double the previous 

record. This was a big opportunity for Charles as he became just the second British 

player to ever play football in a foreign league. 

John Charles would have to learn Italian, find a house and make new friends in a 

country he was unfamiliar with. The best way to settle in a new country was to score 

goals and that is exactly what John did in his first game. With the score at 2-2, John 

scored the winner to make it 3-2 and win the game for his new teammates. The Italian 

fans were delighted!  

John Charles was a proud Welshman, and during his time at Juventus, he played in his 

first and only ever World Cup for Wales. In 1958, Sweden hosted the tournament as 16 

countries from across the world joined together for a feast of football.  



This was the first time Wales had ever qualified for a World Cup, and the hopes of the 

nation rested on the shoulders of their star man, John Charles. Charles scored in their 

draw against Hungary, a result that helped Wales reach the quarter-finals against 

Brazil. Sadly, Charles picked up an injury and couldn’t play in the big match. Without 

him, Wales lost 1-0 as Pelé scored the winner for Brazil. Wales were left wondering what 

would’ve happened if John Charles had been able to play. 

After winning three league championships with Juventus, Leeds brought Charles back to 

Britain. They paid £53,000 to sign him again and he spent one more season at their 

ground, Elland Road. He finished his time at Leeds with a total of 160 league goals and 

is their second ever highest goal scorer, even today.  

John Charles moved back to Italy in 1962, joining Roma, who played (and still do) in the 

Italian capital city of Rome. Following a short spell at Roma, he transferred back to his 

home country, Wales, to play for Cardiff City in 1963. Charles finally finished his 

amazing career with Hereford United and Merthyr Town, scoring over 370 goals in all 

the leagues he’d played football in.  

Charles was a very popular footballer in Italy, and due to his height and his fair play, 

he was given the nickname ‘Il Gigante Buono’ (The Gentle Giant). In 1997, Charles received 

an honour from Juventus. He was voted their best ever foreign player by the fans of the 

club. Charles also has a statue and road in the city of Leeds named after him, called the 

‘John Charles Way’. 

John Charles died in 2004 at the age of 72. Today, he is considered a legend in Wales, 

England and Italy. His decision to move to a different country, learn a new language 

and make new friends certainly paid off. Wouldn’t you agree? 

 

Reading task: 

1. Look at the statements below. Label with a T for true or an F for false. 

- John was the first English Player to play in a foreign league.  

- John had to learn Spanish when he moved to Juventus.  

- John made his debut against Queen of the South when he was 17.  

- John played for 3 Italian clubs. Wales were beaten 1 – 0 by Brazil in the 1958 World Cup 

Quarter Final. 

2. Explain why the author uses rhetorical questions in paragraph 1. 

3. Do you think that Juventus was a rich club? What makes you think this?  

4. What does the word qualified mean in this context?  

5. Which of these sentences is the correct definition of transfer in this context? a. to copy a 

drawing from one surface to another. b. to redirect a telephone call from one line to 

another. c. to move to another department, company or occupation for work.  

6. Can you define foreign? 



Writing task: 

It’s time to write a biography! Choose a sportsperson who you love, who you admire, 

who inspires you, or maybe someone you just wat to know more about! Using the above 

text to help you and to magpie from, I would like you to write a biography on your 

chosen sports person. In order to ensure all of your facts are correct, you will need to 

compile lots of notes whilst doing lots of research, so this task is actually in 3 parts that 

you can complete over the next couple of days. 

Part 1:  

Research your chosen sports person. Make notes that will be easy for you to use to write 

your biography. Now, I am certain there will already be biographies available online of 

your chosen person but this is not a copying task (after all, what would be the point) so 

get your information from lots of different sources and make NOTES, don’t copy entire 

sentences. Then you can be the author, using those facts.  

When making your notes, I find it easier in sections: Early life, later life, special 

achievements, quotes etc. If you are struggling, there is a planning page below to help 

you.  

 

Part 2: 

Draft your biography. Here is a success criteria to help you: 

- Title  

- Past tense 

- Third person 

- Catchy introduction  

- Paragraphs  

- Chronological order  

- Time openers  

- Quote  

- Conclusion 

 

Part 3:  

Edit and re-draft to produce your final biography. Last week I gave you some sections to 

consider when editing...here they are again: 

 

PUNCTUATION: 

- Are all your capital letters and full stops where they need to be? 

- Are your commas in the correct places? 



- Have you used inverted commas for speech and remembered to start a new 

paragraph for a new speaker? 

- Do you need questions marks? Brackets? Is it effective to use dashes? 

SPELLING: 

- Are there words that look wrong in your writing? Underline them. 

- For trickier words use a dictionary! 

- Check homophones 

VOCABULARY: 

- Can you add or improve adjectives to make your writing detailed? 

- Use a thesaurus (they are available online) 

- Can you include adverbs? 

GRAMMAR: 

- Have you missed out any words? 

- Do you sentences make sense? What do you need to change if they don’t? 

- Do you need more sentences to make your story clear? 

SENTENCES: 

- Have you included a variety of sentence starters? 

- Does your writing flow with lots of different sentence types? Are they short 

sentences? Relative clause sentences? Rhetorical questions? 

- Can you up level some of the sentences you have to make them even more detailed 

or even more powerful or even more entertaining for the reader? 

 

TOP TIP: Use different colours for each edit section.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biography Planning Page     

Title - 

Intro – 5 W’s 1. Who is the person?  

2. What are they famous for?  

3. When did it happen?  

4. Where did it happen? 

5. Why are they famous today?  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Key Events that happened  

1.      2. 

3.      4. 

5.      6. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Time openers I’d like to use  

1.    2.    3.                                  

4.    5.    6. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WOW words -      

Connectives -  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Conclusion  

Have they taught us anything? 

Why will they always be remembered?  

 


